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 Roman catholic
                        ArchDIOCESE of Pretoria


15 August 2017

Pastoral Letter on the Care of Creation
1. In his beautiful encyclical “Laudato Sii” Pope Francis invited all men and women of goodwill to work together for the preservation, care and development of our earth and creation.
Quoting from the famous canticle of St Francis of Assisi, the Pope reminds us that our common home, the earth, is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us.  “Praised be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs”.

2. The Pope invites us to look around and see how we are destroying nature and our world.  There is a pollution of the air, destruction of our water resources, deforestation, growing desertification, destruction of animal and plant species, climate change, and the growth of urban slums.  The Pope points-out that now is the time to take action for soon we will have passed the point of no return.  

3. The human roots of these ecological crises are the attitude now prevalent in our world which sees everything as irrelevant unless it serves our own immediate interests.  
4. Leading us through the teachings of the Scriptures, Pope Francis invites us to rejoice in the magnificence of God and His grandeur, visible in and through creation.  Creation is a gift of a loving Father, who creates and who alone owns the world.
5.  We must remember then that we are all children of a loving Father.  With these new attitudes and faith, wealth will be used for the development of all and not just the few, we will begin to appreciate our true nature as human beings, and we will live by the principles of the common good.

6.  A spirituality of creation is called for.  “Many things have to change course, but it is we human beings above all who need to change.  We lack an awareness of our common origin, of our mutual belonging, and of a future to be shared with everyone.  This basic awareness would enable the development of new convictions, attitudes, and forms of life.  A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge stands before us, and it will demand that we set out on the long path of renewal.”

7. Quoting St Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of His infinite beauty and goodness.

8. We all must do something though it maybe something small.  We can plant trees; we can mend water pipes and taps which leak; we can clean-up our streets and gardens and church grounds; we can stop throwing rubbish on the streets; we can re-cycle and re-use; and we can segregate our waste materials.
9. Over the next three years the Bishops will speak more to help us understand the riches of Pope Francis’ letter and examine its consequences for all of us in Southern Africa in the next three years.  WE ASK EACH TO MAKE A START BY JOINING IN THE PARISH CELEBRATION OF THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION ON 1ST OF SEPTEMBER EACH YEAR, STARTING THIS YEAR.  
WE INVITE ALL INDIVIDUALS, FAMLIES, RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES, AND PARISHES TO LAUNCH A NOVENA (25TH SEPTEMBER 2017) IN PREPARATION FOR THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI ON SUNDAY, 4TH OCTOBER. 

Yours faithfully in Christ,
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Archbishop of Pretoria


